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YASOTHON ROCKET FESTIVAL

ST A
The Rocket Festival
(Bun Bangfai) wasoriginaly an
ancient Lao festival. It takes
place in a number of locations
both in Laos and Esarn (North-
east Thailand) and is most fa-
mously celebrated in the
Yasothon region of Esarn. Itis
aways held in May. Originat-
ing in pre-Buddhist times, it is
afertility rite held to celebrate
and to encourage the coming of
the rainy season. As such, itis
amost sexual and bawdy festi-
val. Coming immediately be-
fore the planting season, the
festival offers alast chance to
relax before work gets under-
way.
From 2005, the
Yasothon version of the festi-
val spread over three weekend

sphere, dirty humour is wide-
spread. A fair is held on Satur-
day evening, involving cross-
dressing and large quantities of
alcohol. Among the unique bev-
erages to be found are “Lao
Whiskey” known as“Lao Lao”
and Sato, brewed rice-alcohol
similar to Japanese sake.

The rockets are
launched on the Sunday. The
winners of the competition are
those whose rocket flies the
longest.

While the Thai lan-

guage word for
rocket is‘jaruat’,
‘Bang Fai’ isthe
name used
uniquely for the
rockets of the
Rocket Festival.

While the
traditional style
of Bang Fai is
constructed of
bamboo, many of
| the contempo-
| rary rockets are
| constructed of
PV C piping, with
long bambootails.

The rock-
ets come in vari-
| ous sizes: The
small Bang Fai, or
‘Noi’, the me-

daysin the middle of May. Af-
ter preliminary events on Fri-
day (Wan Sook Dip), on Satur-
day the home-made, decorated
rockets are paraded through the
town.

Owingto thefertility
rite origins of the festival, pa-
rade ornaments and floats of-
ten sport phallic symbols and
imagery. Amid thefestive atmo-
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dium-sized Bang Fai, or ‘Meun’
and the largest Bang Fai, the
‘Lan’.

The'Lan’ rocketscan
be 9 metres long and carry up
to 120 kg of gunpowder. The
larger rockets routinely reach
high altitudes and travel dozens
of kilometersdown range. While
popular and entertaining, the
festival is also dangerous, with
spectators occasionally being
injured or even killed by the
rockets. On May 10th, 1999, a
Lan 120 kg rocket exploded 50
meters above ground, just two
secondsafter launch, killing five
people and wounding eleven.

The Rocket Festival
in Yasothon Province is spec-
tacular and provides a tremen-
dous opportunity to experience
Esarn-style festive fun.
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When you go “ up-country” (to
another province) in Thailand
it is convenient to know the
places where farangs (foreign-
ers) meet and exchange infor-
mation about that area of Thai-
land

“Pattaya People Weekly” list
here some of these places.
Please do not hesitate to in-
form us of any other places and
any changes.

Please contact Email:
dragonepattaya@yahoo.co.uk.
Khon Kaen:

BEER HOUSE

Michael D. LaSpina 98/12 Soi
5 Perisagica Khon Kaen40000
Tel.: 08-4333-3047,

0-8971 10325
Email:thaimichael @msm.com

LEO’S BAR,

3/28 Prachasamran Road,
(Opposite Sofitel Hotel), Khon
Kaen 40000, Thailand.
www.|leoskhonkaen.com
email: thaiduncan@hotmail.
com

Korat:

PASINEE RESTAURANT

428 Suranarec Road A. Mueng
Korat 30000

Tel.: 08-1073-9735

PIZZA SHOP

430 Suranaree Road Muang Ko-
rat 30000

Tel.: 08-4426-1251
Email:koratpizzashop@
yahoo.com

LAMAI HOMESTAY/
GUESTHOUSE AND ESARN
TOURS

23/1 M.3, Ban Kho Pet,
Tambol Kudjok, BuaYai,
Korat 30120
www.thailandhomestay.com.
Ring: Jim White

Tel.: 08-6258-5894

Email: annmoore@quik.com

Nongkhai:

OUTBACK BAR & GRILL
Khun Yai & Glen

1129/9 Soi Netsapat Nongkhai
43000

Tel.: 08-4246-1120

Email: ntglass@lycos.com

THE DANISH BAKER

Khun Miau& Jan

“Janne” Axman

434 Meechal Road Nongkhai
43000

Tel.: 08-4246-0840
Website:www.danishbaker.dk

GIRAFFE Khun Pe & Jeff
277/2 Soi Yodgaw Nongkhai
43000

Tel.: 0-87454-1446

TWOWHEELS

84/14 Panang Chonparthan
Nongkhai 43000

Tel.: 08-4246-4198
THEMEETING PLACE

1117 Soi Chuen Jitt Nongkhai
43000

Tel.: 08-4241-3348

Email :paul @meetingplace
nongkhai.com

Website:www. meetingplace
nongkhai.com

SWEET ORCHID RESTAU-
RANT

Kelvin Indian & Thai Food
Meechai Road Nongkhai43000
Tel.: 08-7953-0266

LUCCA RESTAURANT

The Danish & European Restau-
rant

Wilawan & Patrick Pasanon
242/2 Chaiyaporn Road

43000 Nongkhai

Email:
lucca@luccarestaurant.info
Website:
www.|uccarestaurant.info

VICTORY PARK GOLF &
COUNTRY CLUB

191 Moo 1 Tambol Khai Bok
Wan Amphor Muang Nong
Khai 43100

(042) 407-296-300
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Surin:

FARANG CONNECTION
Martin

257/11 Jitbumroong Road
Surin 32000

Tel.: 0-4451-1509

N&N RESTAURANT -
MINIMARKET

noi +naobbi

3/75 Sirirat Road

Surin 32000

Tel.: 044-518391/081-6624137
WwWw.nnrestaurant.co.nr

Sisaket:

FRANK’S & NONG’S
Livin’in the Past

Pizza Steak European Food
Tanon Wijitnakorn Soi 13
Amphur Muang

Sisaket 33000

Email: nongfrank@yahoo.de

Udonthani:

ERWIN’S BUNGALOW &
RESTAURANT

Erwin
25/15-22Watphortivararam
Lane, Phosi Road Udonthani
41000

Tel/Fax: 08-4224-7827
Website:www.erwinsbunga
lows.com

Email: erwins_bungalow@
hotmail.com

HARRY’SBAR &
RESTAURANT

19/4 Banliam, bypass Loei to
Nongkhai Udonthani 41000
Tel.: 08-4234-8837

Email: harrysbar_udon@ya
hoo.com

STEVE'SBAR &
RESTAURANT

254/26 Prajak Silapkhom Road
Udonthani 41000

Tel.: 08-4224-4523

Email:steve5339@yahoo.com
www.stevesharudon.com

IRISH CLOCK

19/5-6 Sapantamit Road,
Makkhaeng Udonthani 41000
Tel.: 08-9276-5996
08-6128-4881(Tom)
Email:info@irishclock.com

AUSSIE PUB & RESIDENCE
277/136-139 Charoensri Com-
plex, Teekathananont Road,
Markaeng Muang

Udonthani 41000

Tel.: 08-5756-9001,
08-9252-7129

BAMBOO GARDEN GUEST
HOUSE RESORT

542 Soi 10 Moo 2 T.Non Song,
Udon Thani 41330

Tel.: 0-4229-5229

Mobile: 08-4442-0291

Fax: 042207575

Email: info@bamboogarden
guesthouse.com

Website: www.bamboogarden
guesthouse.com

THE ENGLISHMAN’S
RETREAT GUESTHOUSE &
LEISURE CLUB

447/15 M 7, Pan sam Road,
Nong Sam Rong

Udon Thani

Tel: 08-45 125 025
www.englishmansretreat.com

Ubon Ratchathani:

WRONG WAY CAFE

Run by Ratsami (Ting) &
Richard (American) in 49/4-5
Phadaeng Road. More info on
their website: http://
wrongwayhome.com

SUAN LOONG DAENG
FARM STAY

Guesthouse with aircon rooms,
restaurant/bar

Thai and western food and
drinksin a peaceful area

215 M. 6 Tamboon Koksaad,
Namkhun

(Road 2248 between Khao Phra
Wihan and Nam Yun)

34260 Ubon Ratchathani
Email:trond_anton@yahoo.com
www.suanloongdaengfarm
stay.com

THE ENGLISHMAN’S
RETREAT GUESTHOUSE &
LEISURE CLUB

447/15 u?7, Pan sam Road
Nong Sam Rong

Udon Thani

Tel: 08-45 125 025
www.englishmansretreat.com

Buriram:

TIMEOUT

Fishing park, restaurant, bar,
pool, petanque.

Ludo and Yai

118 Moo 9 Bankadon Paisan
Prakhonchai Buriram

Tel: 08-7252-3726 (Am)
08-5688-7117 (Ludo)
www.bankadon.com
timeout@bankadon.com
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